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ro  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

OF  ASHBORNE. 


Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1912. 


(tEXTLEMEN, 

I beg"  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1912. 

The  Ashborne  Urban  District  is  practically  co- 
extensive with  the  town  of  Ashborne,  and  has  an  area 
ot  572  acres,  8 of  which  consist  of  water.  The  District 
is  situated  in  the  valle}-  of  the  Henmore  Brook,  and 
on  the  adjacent  northern  and  southern  slopes  of  the 
valley,  overlying'  cong-lomerate  and  red  sandstone.  It 
has  an  elevation  above  sea-level  varying-  from  380  to 
580  feet. 

The  population  of  the  District  is  estimated  to  be 
4062  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1912  ; this  estimate  is 
based  on  the  actual  increase  which  occurred  in  the 
10  years  between  the  Census  of  1901  and  1911. 
In  1901  the  population  was  4039,  and  in  1911,  4059, 
an  increase  ot  20  in  the  decade.  The  number  of  births 
in  the  past  year  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  42, 
but  emigration  from  the  District  has  made  the  actual 
increase  much  less  than  this. 
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!.  Water 
Supply. 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1901  was  cS49, 
and  in  1911,  938;  in  1912,  nine  new  houses  were 
erected  and  none  closed  or  demolished,  making'  a total 
of  947  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  Town  in  1912  was 
^.^18,278,  an  increase  of  ;^i'1307.  The  assessable  value 
was  15,868,  an  increase  of  ^i’1458.  The  g'eneral 
n istrict  Rate  \vas  S'-  in  the  the  same  as  in  1911. 

The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants,  apart  from 
those  engaged  in  the  ordinary  business  of  the  town, 
are  corset  manufacturing  and  clock-making.  A cer- 
tain number  find  occupation  as  cotton-hands  in  a mill 
in  the  adjoining  district.  No  deleterious  influences  on 
health  can  be  traced  to  these  occupations. 

The  amount  of  Poor-Law  Relief  administered 
during  the  year  amounted  tc')  ^435,  an  increase  of 
or  21 

The  Workliouse  Infirmary,  Ashborne  Cottage 
Hospital  and  Derby  Infirmary  are  used  freely  by  the 
sick  of  the  District. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

The  Water  supply  of  the  District  is  derived  from 
a well  on  the  S.E.  of  Ashborne,  sunk  through  marl 
and  sandstone.  Though  rather  hard  the  quality  of 
the  water  is  good,  and  frequent  analyses  have  testified 
to  its  purity.  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 
The  supply  is  constant,  but  has  now  become  insuffi- 
cient for  the  needs  of  the  District,  so  that  the  Council 
have  had  to  take  into  consideration  the  question  of 
providing  an  auxiliary  supply  of  water,  and  have  ob- 
tained a report  from  Messrs.  G.  and  F.  W,  Hodson, 
lAigineers,  Loughborougdi.  The  matter  is  now  re- 
ceiving their  earnest  consideration. 
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II.  Rivers 
and  Streams 


III. 

Drainage  & 
Sewerage. 


IV.  Closet 
accommo- 
dation. 


Y.  Scaveng- 
ing 


YI.  Sanitary 
Inspection  of 
the  District. 


4'he  number  of  houses  supplied  from  the  public 
source  is  870.  There  are  still  73  houses  supplied  from 
springs,  hut  none  froni  surface  wells,  and  there  are 
no  houses  having'  no  supplies  within  a distance  of 
100  yards.  No  wells  have  been  condemned  during' 
the  year. 

The  only  stream  in  the  District  is  the  Henmore 
Brook,  running'  throug'h  the  centre  of  the  town.  It  is 
now  free  from  sewag'e  pollution,  as  shown  by  frequent 
analyses  of  its  water. 

The  system  of  Dortmund  and  Septic  Tanks  with 
filter  beds  installed  in  1910  to  deal  with  the  sewag'e 
of  the  District  is  working"  satisfactorily.  The  effluent 
is  discharg'ed  into  the  Bentley  Brook  in  the  Ashborne 
Rural  District. 

The  closet  accommodation  in  the  District  is  still 
being"  improved.  There  are  now  790  houses  with  water 
closets,  4 with  pail  closets,  and  2 with  privy  middens. 
There  are  no  slop  water  closets.  Nine  defective 
privies  have  been  altered  and  improved  during"  the 
vear. 

There  is  public  scaveng'ing"  for  the  whole  of  the 
Urban  District.  This  is  carried  out  by  servants  of  the 
Council,  who  remove  house  refuse  weekly  in  covered 
carts  to  a tip-field,  where  the  refuse  is  destroyed  by 
combustion.  The  cost  amounted  in  1912,  to  ^7^169, 
which  is  equivalent  to  an  average  cost  per  house  per 
annum  of  about  3,8. 

These  are  given  in  tabular  form  on  a sheet  ac- 
companying this  Report.  There  are  no  special  nuisan- 
ces requiring  abatement. 
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and 
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YIII. 

Schools. 
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The  following-  have  been  ack^pted  by  the  Council 
at  the  undermentioned  dates  : — 


New  Streets  and  Building's  adopted  8th  Dec.,  1903. 
Prevention  of  Nuisances  ,,  ,, 

Common  Lodg'ing-  Houses  ,,  ,, 

Slaughter  Houses  ,,  ,, 

Dairies  and  Cow-sheds  ,,  14th  Aug.  1899. 

I'lie  number  and  character  of  the  premises  and  oc- 
cupations concerned  are  given  in  the  Report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  accompanying  this  Report. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  again  that  no  pro- 
ceeding's have  had  to  be  taken  during  the  year  under 
any  of  these  Bye-Laws  or  Reg'ulations.  The  Council 
have  adopted  the  plan  of  granting  the  licenses  of  Lodg- 
ii'ig  Houses  for  a limited  period  only. 

The  Public  Elementary  Schools  of  the  District — 
four  in  number — continue  in  a satisfactory  sanitary 
condition.  Special  disinfections  and  partial  re-painting 
etc.,  have  been  carried  out  in  them  on  two  occasions 
during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  presence  of  a 
large  number  of  Diphtheria  Carriers  among  the 
scholars  (referred  to  elsewhere  in  this  Report).  In 
two  of  the  Schools  the  heating  apparatus  has  been 
overhauled  and  much  improved. 

Twice  during  the  year  the  Schools  have  been 
closed,  viz.  from  July  1st  to  July  5th,  and  from  Oct. 
21st  to  Nova  1st  inclusive,  for  thorough  disinfection, 
on  account  of  the  presence  of  carriers,  and  during  a 
large  part  of  the  summer  the  attendance  at  the  Schools 
suffered  greatly  from  the  same  cause. 
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The  usual  Medical  Inspection  of  Children  who  are 
just  entering-  School  and  those  who  are  about  to  leave, 
have  been  made.  Three  chief  inspections  and  ex- 
aminations of  children  are  made  annually  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer  (who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of 
Health),  assisted  by  the  School  Nurse;  and  their  work 
is  controlled  and  directed  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  for  the  County  and  his  staff. 

The  g'eneral  appearance  and  cleanliness  of  the 
children  has  attained  a higher  standard  than  in  any 
previous  year. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  continues  to  receive 
great  assistance  from  the  Teachers  in  the  detection 
and  isolation  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring 
among  school  children. 


IX.  Food.  The  District  is  dependent  for  its  supply  of  milk 

chieflv  upon  the  adjoining  Rural  District,  but  there 
are  7 cow-keepers,  and  7 milk-sellers  who  are  not  cow- 
keepers,  in  the  x\shborne  Urban  District  itself.  The 
cow-sheds  are  well  kept,  and  have  a cubic  space  for 
each  cow  equal  to  about  700  to  800  cubic  feet.  No 
action  has  been  taken  under  the  Dairies,  Cow-sheds, 
and  Milkshops’  Orders  ; and  no  cows  have  been  con- 
demned on  account  of  tuberculous  udders. 

Nestles’  Factory  for  the  manufacture  of  con- 
densed milk  has  been  completed  and  opened  during 
the  year,  though  the  actual  process  of  condensing  had 
not  commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year.  So  far  there 
has  been  no  appreciable  effect  on  the  supply  of  milk 
for  ordinary  consumption  by  the  inhabitants  of  your 
District,  the  supply  for  this  purpose  having  been  at 
present  quite  equal  to  the  demand. 


/ 


Other  foods  are  kept  under  constant  observation 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  inspects  food  stuffs 
hroug'bt  into  the  weekly  market,  and  makes  frequent 
inspections  of  premises  where  foods  are  made,  pre- 
pared and  stored.  During"  191  2,  186  inspections  were 
made  for  this  purpose,  but  no  action  bad  to  be  taken 
nor  were  any  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  found 
to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis. 

The  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter  Houses  were 
regularly  inspected  : in  the  former  3 notices  were  ser- 
ved and  the  defects  speedily  remedied.  One  hundred 
and  twenty  inspections  of  Slaughter-houses  were  made 
and  20  detects  discovered,  all  of  minor  importance. 


X.  Housing. 


Dwelling'  houses  in  the  District  under  and  up 
to  a rental  ot  ^,16  per  annum  were  again  inspected 
during  the  year.  The  number  is  622  and  though  79 
defects  were  found,  there  were  none  of  serious  im- 
portance and  of  a nature  which  permitted  of  their  being 
easily  remedied.  The  exact  nature  of  these  defects  is 
given  in  the  table  attached  to  this  Report. 


No  dwellini^  houses  were  considered  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dang'erous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ; so  that  no  closing  orders  had 
to  be  made  and  no  houses  were  closed  during  the 
year. 


There  is  some  little  difficulty  in  finding  houses  for 
labourers  with  large  families,  but  in  other  respects 
there  is  no  real  difficulty  in  providing  the  artizans 
and  labourers  of  the  District  with  suitable  cottages. 
Generally  speaking  the  houses  of  the  poor  are  well 
situated,  with  a sufficiency  of  open  spaces  around  them; 
and  their  surroundings  are  kept  in  fair  condition,  as 
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the  Council  liave  taken  over  the  control  of  even  the 
private  yards  and  keep  them  properly  cleansed  and  tidy. 


Supervision  is  exercised  over  the  erection  of  all 
new  houses  : plans  have  to  be  submitted  to  the  Council 
and  every  buildini^'  is  inspected  during'  the  course  of 
erection. 


IX. 

Factories  & 
Workshops. 


Only  2 cases  of  overcrowding  occurred  during  the 
year. 

'Fhe  attached  report  gives  a summary  of  the  in- 
spections made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the 
vear,  and  of  the  defects  found,  which  were  few  in 
number  and  unimportant.  No  proceeding's  had  to  be 
taken  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  x\ct.  In  several 
instances  during  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  of 
I^iphtheria  Carriers,  children  affected  in  this  way  were 
discovered  in  the  houses  of  “out-workers.”  The 
sending  out  of  work  to  these  premises  was  prohibited 
until  the  affected  child  was  removed  to  hospital  or 
declared  free  from  infection. 


Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 

There  have  been  more  cases  of  notifiable  infec- 
tious disease  in  the  District  during  1912  than  in  any 
of  the  preceding  6 years.  This  has  been  due  to  the 
prevalence  of  Diphtheria  occurring  not  as  a severe 
definite  outbreak,  but  in  small  groups  of  cases  dis- 
tributed fairly  evenly  throughout  the  year,  especially 
during'  the  earlier  months.  They  were  altogether  35 
notifications  of  infectious  disease  during  1912,  of  which 
one  only  was  a case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  5 of  Erysipelas 
and  the  remaining  29  of  Diphtheria. 

The  continued  prevalence  of  the  last  disease,  and 
the  fact  that  2 deaths  occurred  among  the  earlier 
cases,  gave  rise  to  some  alarm  among  the  public, 
and  led  to  a thorough  investigation  of  the  causes 


9 


and  origiti  of  the  outbreak  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  At  first  the  eases  were  limited  to  children 
attending  one  only  of  the  Elementary  Schools,  but  later 
the  disease  seemed  especially  prevalent  in  definite 
localities  of  the  town  quite  independently  of  the  school 
attendance.  Only  two  adults  were  affected,  and  these 
Avere  persons  attending  on  chihiren  sick  with  the  disease. 
Twenty-one  of  the  29  cases  occurred  in  children  betAveen 
the  ages  of  5 and  15,  and  5 others  in  those  under  5 years 
of  age. 


Duriiio;  the  course  of  the  in vestij^ations  undertaken 
to  locate  the  origin  of  the  disease,  the  conditions  of  school 
life,  the  articles  used  ; the  buildings  themselves  and  their 
‘i'eueral  sanitarv  arranoements.  Avere  thoroug-blv  examined. 
Disinfection  or  destruction  of  the  pencils,  slates,  modelling 
(day,  and  other  articles  used  by  the  pupils,  and  complete 
(deansing,  and  disinfection  of  the  Schools  produced  no 
effect  on  the  continuance  of  the  outbreak.  The  throats 
and  noses  of  a certain  number  of  children  were  then  ex- 
amined bacteriologically  Avith  the  startling  result  that 
nearly  30 of  this  number  were  found  to  be  “carriers;” 
tlie  larger  number  of  them  haA^ing  the  germs  in  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  nose,  a small  number  in  the  throat  only, 
and  a still  smaller  number  in  both  nose  and  throat. 
These  children  were  isolated  at  home  and  measures  were 
at  once  taken  to  disinfect  their  noses  and  throats,  and  at 
the  same  time  it  was  decided  to  “ sAvab  ” the  whole  of 
the  children  attending  the  Elementary  Schools,  This 
procedure  was  carried  out  several  times,  and  an  under- 
taking so  extensive  was  only  possible  through  the  court- 
eous co-operation  of  Dr.  Barvvise,  Dr.  Thompson,  and 
the  Members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Bacteriological  Labora- 
tory at  Derby,  for  the  labour  entailed  Avas  immense,  and 
the  greater  share  of  it  fell  to  those  Avho  examined  the 
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swabs  in  the  Laboratory,  necessitating,  I am  afraid,  a 
good  deal  of  wearing  monotonous  work  at  high  pressure 
as  well  as  many  hours  of  over-time. 

At  the  first  complete  examination  of  the  Schools 
over  a hundred  carriers  were  found,  and  as  it  was  im- 
possible to  isolate  many  of  these  at  their  homes,  and 
impossible  in  many  more  to  carry  out  the  work  of  dis- 
infection properly,  it  was  decided  to  utilise  the  buildings 
of  the  temporary  Hos])ital  at  Bradley  Wood  to  isolate 
and  treat  those  who  could  not  be  properly  treated  at 
home. 

The  accommodation  soon  p)roved  to  be  insufficient 
and  tents  with  f)oarded  floors  were  erected  to  supplement 
the  wooden  buildings  already  in  existence.  Bedsteads 
were  provided  for  the  girls,  but  for  reasons  of  economy, 
the  boys  were  bedded  on  mattresses  placed  on  wooden 
floors.  Fortunately  the  weather  was  fine  except  for  one 
wet  week-end,  when  a great  deal  of  anxiety  was  caused, 
and  much  extra  work  entailed  by  the  rain  getting  through 
the  tents  and  soaking  all  the  bedding  and  beds,  and  lead- 
ing temporarily  to  a great  deal  of  inconvenience  and  to 
overcrowding  of  the  65  children  who  were  then  in  hos- 
})ital,  into  the  wooden  buildings. 

Altogether  149  carriers  passed  through  the  hospital, 
and  for  some  weeks  the  numl)er  of  children  under  treat- 
ment averaged  95,  Only  one  child  developed  Diphtheria 
while  under  observation  in  the  hospital,  and  she  began 
within  the  first  few  days  after  admission,  before  treatment 
had  aclually  been  started.  The  usual  time  of  staying  in 
hospital  was  between  two  and  3 weeks,  but  about  10  re- 
(|uired  longer,  and  several  cases  could  not  be  freed  from  the 
bacilli  under  7 or  8 weeks.  No  patient  was  discharged 
until  two  consecutive  negative  swabs  had  been  obtained 
from  both  nose  and  throat.  The  staff'  consisted  of  two 
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nurses — Nurse  Rogers  nnd  Nurse  fJebh,  from  Stoke- 
on-Trent  Nursing  Institution — three  ward  maids,  and  a 
man  for  outside  work.  The  whole  of  the  commissariat 
of  the  Institution  was  undertaken  hv  the  nurses  and 
managed  most  eHieieiitlv  aud  economicnllv.  All  water 

O ^ 

had  to  he  carted  up  from  Ashhorne,  1^  miles  distant,  as 
there  was  no  supply  avaihihle  near  at  hand.  Pail  closets 
were  installed,  and  the  refuse  was  hurled  every  day. 

Considering  the  dilliculty  of  providing  for  such  a 
large  number  at  such  short  notice,  and  the  primitive 
nature  of  the  original  accommodation  that  was  available, 
everything  went  on  very  smoothly;  this  was  in  great 
measure  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  Clerk  and  the  Surveyor 
to  vour  Council,  and  inv  tjrateful  thanks  are  due  to  them 
both  for  the  ex(;ellent  wav  in  which  thev  carried  out, 
with  much  trouble  and  at  considerable  labour,  the  task  of 
getting  the  hospital  into  working  order,  and  of  keeping 
it  going  so  efficiently  for  so  many  months.  The  children 
themselves  had  a most  enjoyable  time  and  returned  home 
not  only  free  from  infection,  but  most  wonderfully 
improved  in  general  health. 

Between  three  and  four  thousand  swabs  were  taken 
aud  examined,  and  my  chief  regret  is  that  1 was  unable 
to  make  sure  of  a more  perfect  result  by  getting  swabs 
from  those  members  of  infected  households  who  were 
not  attending  the  Elementary  Schools,  more  especially 
the  children  under  school  age,  and  those  who  had  left 
and  were  going  out  to  work.  In  many  cases  they  were 
examined,  but  it  was  impossible  for  obvious  reasons  to 
make  sure  of  examining  everyone,  with  the  result  that  a 
(‘ertain  number  of  carriers  are,  I am  afraid,  still  at  large, 
proving  a source  of  danger  and  a cause  of  occasional  cases 
of  Diphtheria.  The  task  was  a long,  arduous  and  ex- 
])ensive  one,  but  unless  it  had  been  undertaken,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  a most  serious  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  with 
its  toll  of  deaths  would  have  resulted. 


? 1 1 i • ' 


‘ ri*t  * 

4 

> < / ^- 

t 

V ■ 

. • . * t 

• 

.,  1 

« 

..yv 

1 

» 

f •■  •• 

' * i ' ■; 

>•, 

• 

4 

*■ ' y 

• 

• ’.Ml 

. rt  ♦ 1 

• 1 

•*  ,. 

• IV*  «5« 

■•  ^ > 

'*♦'*  ' 

- 

‘ ^ 1-*^“ 

Si  ^ ^ - 

*%i  •’»  . 

«,-i.  -‘x  -i  ■ ■ 

► •^»i-  '•■cl? 

* • f 4,''. 

t Ir  * ■/ 

■•aC  . „ 

■=  ,/*  ' ,«.j*  ir 


-/r 


» t I / * 

• ♦ » •-  ■ 

i j ■ . 


I.'  .i  ! . ^ ■ ^■•r;*i*  .j#  .. 


i ■• 

,-  ■ .-.‘-i  T , 1»  ■ 


The  following  are,  I think,  the  chief  conclusions 
to  be  drawn  from  the  experience  we  have  just  gone 
through  : — 

(1) .  TTiat  children  with  unheadthy  noses  and 
throats  (those  with  adenoids,  enlarged  tonsils,  post- 
nasal catarrh  and  such  like  complaints)  are  most  likely 
to  become  •‘carriers,”  In  nearly  everyone  of  our  cases 
there  was  one  or  other  of  these  conditions  present 
and  usually  in  a marked  degree. 

(2) .  That  the  nose  is  far  more  likely  to  be  the  seat 
of  infection  than  the  throat. 

(3) .  That  the  infection  of  diphtheria  lies  in 
persons  not  in  things  (as  is  now  a well-established  and 
generally  accepted  conclusion).  We  must  look  for  the 
source  of  an  outbreak  in  the  noses  or  throats  of  individ- 
uals affected,  and  in  the  discharge  from  those  parts, 
not  in  drains  or  sanitary  defects  of  buildings  or  even  of 
articles  used  by  infected  persons,  unless  they  have  be- 
come infected  by  the  dis(diarg:e  from  the  nose  or  throat 
of  such  persons. 

(4).  That  diphtheria  is  spread  more  out  of  School 
than  during  School  hours  ; that  the  opportunities  for 
infection  during  play-hours  or  holidays,  when  child- 
ren are  meeting  in  each  other’s  houses,  taking  food 
from  the  same  vessel  or  even  passing  food  or  sweet- 
meats from  mouth  to  mouth,  are  much  greater  than  in 
School  hours  is  proved  hv  the  fact  that  fresh  cases 

.i.  %! 

occurred  more  often  at  the  end  of  the  holidays,  and  still 
more  by  the  fact  that  the  cases  both  of  carriers  and  of 
the  disease  itself  occurred  in  groups  in  certain  localities 
of  the  town  where  children  congregate  and  play 
together,  and  not  in  children  attending  particular 
classes  or  standards  at  School. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  1 
forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Education  Com- 
mittee of  the  Derbyshire  County  Council  a report  of 
the  epidemic  of  carriers  and  the  measures  taken  to  deal 
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with  it  ; and  in  a report  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Committee  of  the  Derb3’shire  County  Council 
to  their  meeting  on  January  8th,  1913,  Dr.  Barwise 
referred  to  this  epidemic,  and  most  kindly  said  that  “the 
(^ommittee  wisli  to  place  on  record  their  appreciation 
of  the  thorough  manner  in  which  Dr.  Sadler  dealt  with 
this  outbreak.” 

I have  also  written  a special  report  for  the  Urban 
Council  every  month  during  the  prevalence  of  the 
epidemic. 

There  have  been  no  outbreaks  and  very  few  isolat- 
ed cases  of  non-notiliable  infectious  diseases  in  the 
District  during  the  year.  In  these  and  all  other  cases 
great  help  is  given  by  School  Masters  and  Mistresses 
who  report  at  once  any  suspicious  cases  to  the  School 
Med  ical  Officer  (who  is  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health). 
School  Teachers  are  in  turn  informed  of  any  case  of 
infectious  disease  occurring  in  a pupil  of  their  Schools, 
and  through  them  the  notification  is  conveyed  to  the 
Teachers  in  the  Sunday  Schools.  There  are  no  Public 
Libraries  in  the  Town. 

Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  of  charge  to  persons  who 
cannot  atford  to  pay  for  it,  and  very  frequent  use  has 
been  made  of  this  privilege  during  the  past  year.  Full 
use  is  made  of  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  avail 
oneself  of  the  services  of  the  Bacteriological  Labatory 
at  Derby  in  the  diagnosis  of  cases  of  diphtheria,  tuber- 
(Uilosis,  enteric  fever  and  ringworm  ; and  for  the  ex- 
amination of  “contacts”  and  of  persons  in  quarantine. 

The  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Noti- 
fication) Act  1889,  were  extended  so  as  to  include 
Poliomyelitis  and  Cerebro-spinal  fever  as  a notifiable 
disease. 
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There  is  no  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  in  the 
District,  but  several  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  sent 
(luring  the  year  to  Etwall  Infectious  Hospital  at  the 
expense  of  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  where  it  was 
manifestly  impossible  to  isolate  the  case  at  home  and 
tliere  was  great  danger  of  infecting  other  members  of 
the  family.  Two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  treated  at 
the  Bradley  Wood  Hospital.  In  other  cases  treated  at 
home  isolation  was  successfully  carried  out  and  at  the 
end  of  the  illness  disinfection  of  the  premises  and 
belongings  of  the  patients  was  carried  out  with  Forma- 
lin Spray  and  Vapour  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
There  is  no  Steam  Disinfector  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Tuberculosis  is  not  common  in  the  District.  Tlie 
number  of  cases  notified  under  the  Tuberculosis  (Poor 
Ijaw)  Regulations,  1908,  was  2,  and  under  the  Tuber- 
culosis (Hospital)  Regulations  of  1911,  4.  There  were 
4 deaths  from  Tuberculous  Diseases  during  the  year, 
which  is  ecjuivalent  to  a death  rate  of  ‘98  per  1000, 
being  exactly  the  same  as  in  1911.  The  only  Hospital 
accommodation  specially  available  for  these  cases  in 
the  District  is  a small  shelter  for  two  patients,  provid- 
ed by  the  Guardians  at  the  Ashborne  Union  Work- 
house. 

The  Public  H ealth  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1912,  now  provide  for  the  notification  of  every  case  of 
Tubercular  disease  whether  occurring  in  Hospital,  or 
Poor  Law  patients,  or  in  private  patients.  The  Coun- 
cil have  agreed  to  the  proposal  of  the  Derbyshire 
County  Council  to  employ  the  County  Council’s  Health 
Visitors  to  act  as  Health  Visitors  in  their  District  on 
payment  of  a fixed  charge  based  upon  the  population. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  the  District,  though 
somewhat  higher  than  1911  is  still  satisfactory.  For 
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Xn.  Vital 
Statistics. 


the  year  1912  it  was  58-1  per  1000  births,  the  second 
lowest  rate  of  which  I have  any  record.  The  rate  for 
1911  was  the  lowest  recorded,  namely  44‘9  ; and  in 
tlie  three  preceding  years  the  rates  were  respectively 
103-4,  83-8  and  61-2. 

There  were  5 deaths  among  Children  under  1 year 
old  in  1912.  Three  of  these  occurred  from  Marasmus 
within  the  first  few  months  of  life,  one  from  Tubercular 
Meningitis,  and  one  (a  child  who  only  lived  20  minutes) 
from  immaturity.  None  of  them  were  illegitimate 
children. 

Strong  testimony  to  tlie  healthiness  of  the  District 
is  afi'orded  by  the  fact  that  nearly  half  the  total  num- 
ber of  deaths  viz. — 19  out  of  44,  occurred  in  persons 
above  the  age  of  70. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  not  been 
adopted  in  the  District. 

d’hese  are  contained  in  the  tables  furnished  by  the 
Imcal  Government  Board,  a copy  of  which  accompanies 
this  report. 

The  Birth  rate  21-2  is  only  a fraction  less  than  in 
the  two  preceding  years;  the  Death  rate  IDl  is  '5  higher 
than  1911, but -7  less  than  in  1910. 

As  compared  with  other  Urban  Districts  in  the 
County  the  Birth  rate  for  the  Ashborne  Urban  District 
holds  an  intermediate  position  with  Bolsover  at  the  head 
of  the  list  with  a Birth  rate  of  32.56,  and  Buxton  at  the 
bottom  with  a Birth  rate  of  14.16.  The  Death  rate  of 
your  District  is  the  lowest  of  the  14  Urban  Districts  in 
the  County  with  the  exception  of  Buxton  (8-68)  ; Long 
Uatoii  (8*35)  ; Bolsover  (10-20);  and  Belper  (10*99)  and 
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only  3 of  the  10  Kiiral  Districts  viz — Dasford,  Belper, 
and  Hartslionie,  liave  a Death  rate  lower  than  tliat  of 
tlie  Ashhorne  Urban  District.; 

The  Rate  of  Infant  Mortality  in  your  District,  58-1 
per  1000  births,  is  improved  upon  by  only  2 of  the 
Urban  Districts  viz — Bakewell  (35-7)  and  Buxton  (42'2) 
and  by  three  only  of  the  Rural  Districts  viz — South 
Bakewell  (54-9),  Hartsliorne  and  Seals  (42-0)  and 
Sudbury  (21 ’2). 


I am,  klentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


ERNEST  E.  SADLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


81st  M arch , 1918. 
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ANNUAL  RKl’ORT  OF  SANITARY 


INSPECTOR. 


1912. 


New  Houses  erected  1912.  9. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning. 


No.  of  Houses  No.  Untit 
Inspected  for 

under  Section  1 7.  HRt)itation. 


Closini>'  ( )rders 
Made. 


Nuinbei'  Nnnilier  Nund)er 

(dosed.  Demolished.  Ifepairrd. 

— — 27 


Informal  Notices  lA'gal  Notices  Nuisance 


Served.  Served.  Al)ated. 

Drainage 

Oefective  Tap.s,  Inlets  lY  Drains  9 — 9 

I^rains  obstructed  ...  ...  13  — 13 

Closets  and  Ashpits. 

Insanitary  Privies  and  Ashpits  5 — 5 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  W.C.’s  2 — 2 

Defective  Water  Closets  ...  9 — 9 


Other  Defects. 

Surfaces  of  Courts  and  Yards  ...  2 

liiaves-Spouts  and  Down-Spouts  2 


L'rinals  Defective  ...  ...  1 

Offensive  Accumulations  ...  17 

Animals  improperly  kept  ..  10 

Pigsties  ...  ...  •••  3 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  2 

Foul  Conditic’>n  of  Houses  ...  4 

Totals  ...  79 
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Niiuilx'i'  oil 

I ii^pcctioiis 

Notici's 

!<2,isr('r. 

Miule. 

Scrvi'd. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  T 

Cowsheds  7 
and  Milkshops  Miikshops  4^ 

14 

42 

2 (Cow- 
^ .sheds) 

Bakehouses 

10 

24 

Slaup^hterhouses 

10 

120 

20 

Common  Lodg'iu^-houses 

2 

14 

8 

4'otals 

46 

200 

->  -> 

O 0 

The  Council  undertake  the  periodical  disinfection  of  the 
\kirds  to  Cottag'e  properties  in  the  d'own.  Infected  houses  are 
disinfected  with  foriualin  and  disinfectants  are  supplied  to  poor 
persons  free  of  char^'e. 


J.  ABBOTT, 


wS  ANITAKY  1 XSPECTOI?. 
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